Talbot Doctor of Ministry Program

Growing and Multiplying Churches in the USA

Year 3 – Pre-residency Assignments

Professors: Gary L. McIntosh, Ph.D. and Chares Van Engen, Ph.D.

Course Objectives


The purpose of the third year residency is to examine cultural anthropology and multi-ethnic church growth and multiplication.  Information on the thesis proposal, research design, and final writing is discussed indepth.

Drs. McIntosh and Van Engen will guide students in exploring aspects of growing, planting, and multiplying churches among the growing multi-ethnic peoples of North America.  In addition instructions on how to start a consulting ministry and write a book for publication are shared, as well as discussion of the process for preparing a book proposal for a publisher.


The goals for the third residency are for participants to:

1. Understand the complexities and approaches of planting multi-ethnic churches.

2. Understand the process of preparing a book proposal to present to a publisher.
3. Understand the general steps of church consulting.
4. Understand the process of researching and writing a D.Min. project.

Course Requirements
Course requirements consist of advance reading, a pre-course assignment, and a written post-course project.  Specific details on the post-course project will be given in class.  The following instructions are for the advanced reading assignment.

Pre-course Assignments
ASSIGNMENT #1. Write a short (10-15 page, double spaced) paper analyzing a specific cultural group found in the USA today. If you identify with a particular culture group—Latino, Caucasian, African-American, Native-American, Korean, Chinese, Japanese, etc.—consider writing on that group.  If you do not identify with any specific group, select any cultural group found in the USA today. Be as specific as possible.  For instance, instead of selecting Asian as a group, pick Japanese, Vietnamese, Korean, etc.  Every cultural group will have sub-groups, so feel free to set the parameters of your paper as you think best.  Use this paper to help the rest of the class understand the history, struggles, challenges, values, lifestyle, and practices of your chosen study group.  Also, be sure to integrate thinking from the last two years of your DMin study into this paper by specifically answering the question “What is the best way to reach this particular cultural group for Christ?”  Email your paper to each member of the cohort at least two weeks before class begins in June 2011 so each one may have opportunity to read all the papers before class. Email Dr McIntosh if you want more information on this.
ASSIGNMENT # 2.  
It is required that each student read a total of 4,000 pages of 

prescribed material prior to the course. All of the books under the “Required” list must be read, plus enough additional books from the remaining lists to equal 4,000 pages. Read the textbooks and write a one page reading report on each book using the standard Reading Report Form provided in this packet.  Reports for the entire reading assignment should be submitted all at once, stapled together (no fancy covers please), to the professor the first day of class.  A sample of the reading form and cover sheet is attached.  Please duplicate reading forms as needed for each book. The reading form may be used as a template in a computer and printed later.

ASSIGNMENT #3. Select one (1) book of your choice and write a five-page critical book review suitable for possible publication (see attached Guidelines for Writing A Critical Book Review). Turn in critical review the first day of class.
ASSIGNMENT #4. Develop TWO possible ideas for your final thesis project to present and discuss in class.  Prepare a one-page (one page, single-space, one side of the page only), overview.   The page should include: a working title, a short one-paragraph synopsis of the project, a suggested process for researching the project.  Duplicate enough copies of your two ideas to give to every member of the cohort during class.
ASSIGNMENT #5. Read the section in the DMin handbook on writing a thesis.  (If you can’t find your handbook, email the DMin office and ask for a copy to be sent to you.)  Count the pages as one of the books in the reading assignment and, yes, complete a one-page reading report on this reading like any other reading project.
In-course Assignments

Participation in all class discussions is expected throughout the course. This course consists of classroom lectures and discussion. No exams will be given.

Post-course Assignments

The final written project for the course consists of a thesis proposal.  Specific details and samples will be distributed in class.
PROJECT DUE DATE: The post-course project is due October 17, 2014.
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READING REPORT COVER SHEET

Summary of Reading Assignment

Name
  Date

Section
     Number of Pages Read
1. Required Reading



2. Books from other reading lists



Total Pages Read (must be 4,000 or more)



READING REPORT FORM

(One form for each book.  Single space okay.)
Name

Date


Course Title and Number


Professor


BOOK  (Author, title, place, publisher, date):

Pages read


List the number and title of the chapter (and author if different from above) you would select as most helpful to you:

Copy one quotation from the above chapter that seemed particularly important to you.

(Page
)

Interact in your own words with the portion you quoted from the author above:

Reading Lists:

1.  Required (about 2,000 pages)
Cha, Peter, S. Steve Kang, and Helen Lee. Growing Healthy Asian American Churches. Downers Grove, Ill: InterVarsity, 2006. ISBN-10 0-8308-3325-0

DeYmaz, Mark and Harry Li. Leading a Healthy Multi-Ethnic Church. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2010, 234 pages. ISBN 978-0-310-51539--5
Levine, Lawrence W. Black Culture and Black Consciousness. Oxford University Press, 2007. 560 pages. ISBN: 10-019530568X [Read at least 250 pages]
Lingenfelter, Sherwood G. and Marvin K. Mayers. Ministering Cross-Culturally. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1986, 2002, 124 pages. ISBN 0-8010-5632-2

McIntosh, Gary L. and Alan McMahan. Being the Church in a Multi-Ethnic Community: why it matters and how it works. Indianapolis, IN: Wesley Publishing House, 2012, 193 pages.  ISBN: 978-0-89827-490-5
Wagner, C. Peter. Our Kind of People: the ethical dimensions of church growth in america. Atlanta, GA: John Knox Press, 1979.  ISBN: 0-8042-0838-7  (Out of print but may be found in used condition on the Internet.)

Woodley, Randy Living in Color: embracing god’s passion for ethnic diversity. Downers Grove, Ill: InterVarsity, 2001, 191 pages. ISBN 0-8308-3255-6

2. Cross-cultural, Multiethnic & Urban Ministry (select at least two books)
Anderson, David A. Gracism: The Art of Inclusion. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, ISBN: 978-0-8308-3737-3

Anthony, W. Alumkai. Asian America Evangelical Churches: Race, Ethnicity, and Assimilation in the Second Generation. New York, NY: LFB Pub., 2003.  ISBN: 1-931202-64-8

Anyabwile, Thabiti M. and mark A. Noll. Decline of Black Theology: From Biblical Faith to Cultural Captivity. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2007. ISBN: 978-0-8308-2827-2

Appleby, Jerry L. Missions Have Come Home to America: the church’s cross-cultural ministry to ethnics. Kansas City, MO: Beacon Hill Press, 1986. ISBN 083-411-1322

Axtell, Roger E. Gestures: the do’s and taboos of body language around the world. New York, NY: John Wiley & Sons, 1991. ISBN 0-471-53672-5

Bakke, Ray. A Theology As Big As The City. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1997. ISBN 0-8308-1890-1

Battle, Michael. The Black Church in America: African American Christian Spirituality. Malden, MA: Blackwell Pub., 2006.  ISBN: 10-1-4051-1892-7

Belew, Wendell. Missions in the Mosaic. Atlanta, GA: Home Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention, 1974. 

Berger, Peter L. The Sacred Canopy: elements of a sociological theory of religion. Garden City, NY: Anchor Boos, 1969. ISBN 0-385-07305-4

Carroll R., Daniel M. Christians at the Border: immigration, the church, and the Bible. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2008, 176 pages. ISBN 978-0-8010-3566-1

Carle, Robert D. and Louis A. Decaro, Jr., eds. Signs of Hope in the City: ministries of community renewal. Valley Forge, PA: Judson Press, 1999. ISBN 0-8170-1324-5

Carson, D.A. Christ & Culture Revisited. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2008. ISBN 978-0-8028-3174-3

Chandler, Paul-Gordon. God’s Global Mosaic: what we can learn from Christians around the world. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1997, 2000. ISBN 0-8308-2251-8

Cone, James H. and Gayraud W. Wilmore. Black Theology: A Documentary History, Volume II. 426 pages.

Conn, Harvie M. A Clarified Vision for Urban Mission. Grand Rapids, MI: Ministry Resources Library, 1987. ISBN 0-310-45441-7

Conn, Harvie M. The American City and the Evangelical Church: a historical overview. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1994. ISBN 0-8010-2590-7

Conn, Harvie M. Planting and Growing Urban Churches: from dream to reality. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1997. ISBN 0-8010-2109-X

Costen, Melva Wilson. African American Christian Worship. Nashville, TN: Abingdon, 1993, 2007 (Second Edition). ISBN: 978-0-687-64622-7

Crawford, Evans E. The Hum: Call and Response in African American Preaching.  Nashville, TN: Abingdon, 1995. 86 papges.  ISBN: 0-687-18020-1

Davis, James H. and Woodie W. White. Racial Transition in the Church. Nashville, TN: Abingdon, 1980. ISBN 0-687-35280-0

Dennison, Jack. City Reaching: on the road to community transformation. Pasadena, CA: William Carey Library, 1999. ISBN 0-87808-777-X

DeYmaz, Mark. Building a Healthy Multi-Ethnic Church. San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass, 2007, 184 pages. ISBN 978-0-7879-9551-5

DeYmaz, Mark. Ethnic Blends: Mixing Diversity into your Local Church.  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2010. ISBN: 0310321247

Dinnerstein, Leonard, Roger L. Nichols and David M. Reimers.  Natives and Strangers: Ethnic Groups and the Building of America.  New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1979.  ISBN 0-19-502427-3

Dodson, Howard.  Jubilee: The Emergence of African American Culture. National Geographic, 2003.

Driggers, B. Carlisle. The Church in The Changing Community: crisis or opportunity? Atlanta, GA: Home Mission Board, SBC, 1977. 

DuBose, Francis M. How Churches Grow in An Urban World: history, theology, and strategy of growth in all kinds of city churches. Nashville, TN: Broadman Press, 1978. ISBN 0-8054-2531-4

DuBois, W. E. B. The Souls of Black Folks. Dover Publications, 1994.  ISBN: 10-0486280417

Ecklund, Elaine Howard. Korean American Evangelicalism: New Models for Civic Life. New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 200.  ISBN: 978-0-19-537259-5

Fussell, Paul. CLASS: a guide through the American status system. New York, NY: Touchstone, 1992. ISBN 0-671-79225-3

Grunlan, Stephan A. and Marvin K. Mayers. Cultural Anthropology: a Christian perspective. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1979. ISBN 0-310-36321-7

Hanson, Victor Davis. Mexifornia: A State of Becoming. New York, NY: Ecounter Books, 2007 (Second Edition).  150 pages.  ISBN: 978-1-594032-17-2

Harris, Paula and Doug Schaupp. Being White: finding our place in a multiethnic world. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2004. ISBN 0-8308-3247-5

Hiebert, Paul G. Transforming Worldviews: an anthropological understanding of how people change. Grand  Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2008, 368 pages.  ISBN 978-0-8010-2705-5

Hesselgrace, David. J. Planting Churches Cross-culturally: a guide for home and foreign missions. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1980. ISBN 0-8010-4219-4

Hilliard, Jr., Donald. Church Growth from an African American Perspective.  Valley Forge, PA: Judson Press, 2006, 147 pages. ISBN 0-8170-1495-0

Hinton, Keith.  Growing Churches Singapore Style: ministry in an urban context. Republic of Singapore: Overseas Missionary Fellowshp, 1985. ISBN 9971-972-24-7

Horton, James O. T. and Lois E A History of the African American People: The History, Traditions, and Culture. Wayne University Press, 1997.

Lingenfelter, Sherwood. Transforming Culture: a challenge for Christian mission. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1992. ISBN 0-8010-5674-8

Lingenfelter, Sherwood. Leading Cross-Culturally. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2008, 176 pages. ISBN 978-0-8010-3605-7

Linthicum, Robert C. City of God; City of Satan: a biblical theology of the Urban Church. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1991. ISBN 0-310-53141-1

McGavran, Donald A. Ethnic Realties and the Church: Lessons from India. South Pasadena, CA: Wiliam Carey Library, 1979. ISBN 0-87808-168-2

Maynard-Reid, Pedrito U. Diverse Worship: African-American, Caribbean & Hispanic Perspectives. Downers Grove, Ill: InterVarsity Press, 2000. ISBN 0-8308-1579-1

Milne, Bruce. Dynamic Diversity: Bridging Class, Age, Race and Gender in the Church. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Academic, 2007.  ISBN 978-0-8308-2806-7

Montoya, Alex D. Hispanic Ministry in North America. Grand Rapids, MI: Ministry Resources Library, 1987. ISBN 0-310-37741-2

Nida, Eugene A. Customs & Cultures: Anthropology for Christian Missions. New York, NY: Harper & Row, 1954. LCCC 54-8976

Nida, Eugene A. Understanding Latin Americans. Pasadena, CA: William Carey Library, 1974. ISBN 0-87808-117-8

Ortiz, Manuel. One New People: models for developing a multiethnic church. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1996. ISBN 0-8308-1882-0

Pinn, Anthony and Benjamin Valentin.  Creating Ourselves: African Americans and Hispanic Americans of Popular Culture and Religious Expression.  Duke UIniversity Press, 2009.  

Rah, Soong-Chan. Many Colors: Cultural Intelligence for a Changing Church. Chicago, IL: Moody, 256 pages. ISBN: 0-8024-5048-2

Rah, Soong-Chan. The Next Evangelicalism. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2009. 229 pages. ISBN: 978-0-8308-3360-3
Robinson, John D. and Larry C. James. Diversity in Human Interaction: The Tapestry of America. New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2003.  ISBN: 0-19-514390-6

Rose, Jerry D. Peoples: the ethnic dimension in human relations. Chicago, IL: Rand McNally College, 1976. 

Rose, Larry L. and C. Kirk Hadaway. The Urban Challenge: reaching america’s cities with the gospel. Nashville, TN: Broadman Press, 1982. ISBN 0-8054-6238-4

Sanchez, Daniel R. and Rudolph D. Gonzalez. Sharing the Good News with Roman Catholic Friends. Atlanta, GA: ChurchStartingNetwork, 2003. ISBN 1-894933-33-8

Sanders, Cheryl J. Saints  in Exile: The Holiness Pentecostal Experience in the African American Religion and Culture. Oxford University Press, 1999.

Smiley, Tavis. The Covenant. Chicago, IL: The Third World Press, 2006.

Smith, Efrem and Phil Jackson. The Hip-Hop Church: connecting with the movement shaping our culture. Downers Grove, Ill: InterVarsity, 2005. ISBN-10 0-8308-3329

Smith, Efrem. The Post-Black and Post-White Church: Becoming the Beloved Community in a Multi-Ethnic World. San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass, 2012,  240 pages. ISBN: 978-1118036587 
Van  Engen, Charles.  God’s Missionary People: Rethinking the Purpose of the Local Church. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1991.  ISBN: 0-8010-9311-2
Van Engen, Charles. Mission on the Way: Issues in Mission Theology. Grand Rapids. MI: Baker Books, 1996, 262 pages. ISBN: 0-8010-2090-5
2. Some new books you may be interested in reading: various topics (choose one or two).


Chand, Samuel R. Ladder Shifts. Highland Park, IL: Mall Publishing, 2006.  ISBN0-9777273-7-8


Dennis, Jay and Jim Henry.  Dangerous Intersections: eleven crucial crossroads facing the church 

in America. Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman, 2004.  ISBN0-8054-2776-7


Kimball, Dan. They Like Jesus But Not The Church: insights from emerging generations. Grand 


Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2007. ISBN 978-0-310-24590-2


Kinnaman, David.  UnChristian: what a new generation really thinks about Christianity…and 


why it matters. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2007.  ISBN 978-0-8010-1300-3

Mancini, Will. Church Unique: how missional leaders cast vision, capture culture, and create 


movement. San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass, 2008.  OSBN 978-0-7879-9683-3


Olson. David T. The American Church in Crisis: groundbreaking research based on a national 


database of over 200,000 churches.  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2008.  ISBN 


978-0-3102-7713-2


Payne, J.D. Missional House Churches: reaching our communities with the gospel. Colorado 


Springs, CO: Paternoster, 2007.  ISBN 978-1-934068-25-0


Searcy, Nelson and Kerrick Thomas. Launch: starting a new church from scratch. Ventura, CL: 


Regal, 2006.  ISBN 978-0-8307-4310-0


Searcy, Nelson with Jennifer Dykes Henson. Fusion: turning first-time guests into fully-engaged 


members of your church. Ventura, CL: Regal, 2007.  ISBN 978-0-8307-4531-9
3. Recommended Books on Turning Round Existing Churches

Adizes, Ichak. Corporate Lifecycles: how and why corporations grow and die and what to do about it. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall, 1988.  ISBN: 0-13-174426-7

Anderson, Leith. Leadership That Works: hope and direction for church and parachurch leaders in today’s complex world. Minneapolis, MN: Bethany House, 1999.  ISBN: 1-55661-994-4

Anderson, Neil T. and Elmer Towns. Rivers of Revival. Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 1997.  ISBN: 0-8307-1934-2
Anderson, Neil T. and Charles Mylander. Setting Your Church Free: a biblical plan to help your church. Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 1994.  ISBN: 0-8307-1655-6
Anderson, Ray S. An Emergent Theology for Emerging Churches. Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 2006.  ISBN: 13: 978-0-8308-3391-7

Apeh, John E. Social Structure & Church Planting. Atascadero, CA: Indigenous Missions International, 1989.  ISBN: 0-914903-85-3

Arn, Charles. How to Start a New Service: your church can reach new people. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1997.  ISBN: 0-8010-9037-7
Bandy, Thomas G. Kicking Habits: welcome relief for addicted churches. Nashville, TN: Abingdon, 1997.  ISBN: 0-687-03189-3
Bandy, Thomas G. Moving Off the Map: a field guide to changing the congregation. Nashville, TN: Abingdon, 1998.  ISBN: 0-687-06800-2
Barna, George. Turn-Around Churches: how to overcome barriers to growth and bring new life to an established church. Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 1993.  ISBN: 0-8307-1592-4

Birkley, Del. The House Church: a model for renewing the church. Kitchener, ON: Herald Press, 1988.  ISBN: 0-8361-3467-2
Breen, Mike and Walt Kallestad The Passionate Church: the art of life-changing discipleship. Colorado Springs, CO: Cook Communications, 2005. ISBN: 0-78144-227-3

Burke, W. W. Organizational Change: theory and practice. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.
Buttry, Daniel. Bringing Your Church Back To Life: Beyond Survival Mentality. Valley Forge, PA: Judson Press, 1988.  ISBN: 0-8170-1143-9
Cole, Neil. Organic Church: growing faith where life happens. San Fransisco, CA: Jossey-Bass, 2005.  ISBN: 0-7879-8129-X

Collins, James C. and Jerry I. Porras Built To Last: successful habits of visionary companies. New York, NY: Harper Business, 1994, 1997.  ISBN: 0-88730-739-6

Collins, James C. Good to Great and The Social Sector: why business thinking is not the answser. Bolder, CO: Jim Collins, 2005.

Collins, James C. Good to Great.: why some companies make the  leap and other don’t.. New York, NY: Harper Business, 2001.

Conn, Harvie M. Planting and Growing Urban Churches: from dream to reality. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1997.  ISBN: 0-8010-2109-

Conner, Daryl R. Managing At The Speed of Change: how resilient managers succeed and prosper where others fail. New York, NY: Villard Books, 1992.  ISBN: 0-679-40684-0

Cordeiro, Wayne. Doing Church as a Team: the miracle of teamwork and how it transforms churches.  Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 2001, 2004.  ISBN: 0-8307-3680-8
Crandall, Ron. Turnaround Strategies for the Small Church Nashville, TN: Abingdon, 1995.  ISBN: 0-687-00467-5
Curtin, Ralph D. Sharing Your Church Building. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2002.  ISBN: 0-8010-9144-6
Dale, Robert D. To Dream Again: how to help your church come alive. Nashville, TN: Broadman Press, 1981.  ISBN: 0-8054-2541-1
Dale, Robert D. Keeping The Dream Alive: understanding and keeping congregational morale. Nashville, TN: Broadman Press, 1988.  ISBN: 0-8054-2547-0
Easum, Bill. A Second Resurrection: leading your congregations to new life. Nashville, TN: Abingdon, 2007.  ISBN: 13: 978-0-687-64653-1

Fletcher, Michael. Overcoming Barriers to Growth. Grand Rapids, MI: Bethany House, 2003, 2006.  ISBN: 978-0-7642-0294-0
Foss, Michael W. From Members to Disciples: leadership lessons from the book of acts. Nashville, TN: Abingdon, 2007.  ISBN: 13: 978-0-687-46730-3

Fredrikson, Roger L. The Church that Refused to Die. Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1991.  ISBN: 0-89693-257-5
Gibbs, Eddie. In Name Only: tackling the problem of nominal Christianity. Wheaton, IL: Bridge Point, 1994.  ISBN: 1-56476-348-X
Greenway, Jeffrey E. Make Room to Grow: transform the church without killing the congregation. Nashville, TN: Abingdon, 2007.  ISBN: 13: 978-0-687-49155-1

Hoyt, William R. Effectiveness By The Numbers: counting what counts in the church. 

Hull, Bill. Revival That Reforms: making it last. Grand Rapids, MI: Revell, 1998.  ISBN: 0-8007-1752-X
Hunt, Josh. Let It Grow: changing to multi-congregation churches, MI: Baker Books, 1993.  ISBN: 0-8010-4377-8
Hull, Bill. Revival That Reforms: making it last. Grand Rapids, MI: Revell, 1998.  ISBN: 0-8007-1752-X

Lewis, Robert. The Church of Irresistible Influence. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2001.  ISBN:  0-310-23956-7

Lewis, R. and W. Cordeiro. Culture Shift: transforming your  church from the inside out. San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass, 2005.
Logan, Robert. Be Fruitful and Multiply. St. Charles, IL: ChurchSmart.

Logan, Robert and Neil Cole. Beyond Church Planting. St. Charles, IL: ChurchSmart.
MacNair, Donald J. The Practices of a Healthy Church: biblical strategies for vibrant church life and ministry. Phillipsburg, NJ: P & R Publishing, 1999 ISBN: 0-87552-390-0
Macchia, Stephen A. Becoming A Healthy Church: 10 characteristics. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1999.  ISBN: 0-8010-1177-9

Malphurs, Aubrey. Vision America: a strategy for reaching a nation. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1994.  ISBN: 0-8010-6313-2

Malphurs, Aubrey. Planting Growing Churches for the 21st Century. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2004.  ISBN: 0-8010-6514-3
Malphurs, Aubrey. A New Kind of Church: understanding models of ministry for the 21st century. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2007.  ISBN: 978-0-8010-9189-6
Martin, Kevin E. The Myth of the 200 Barrier: how to lead through transitional growth. Nashville, TN: Abingdon, 2005.  ISBN: 0-687-34324-0
Moore, Ralph. Starting A New Church: the church planter’s guide to success. Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 2002.  ISBN: 0-8307-2966-6
McNeal, Reggie. The Present Future: six tough questions for the church San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass, 2003.  ISBN: 0-7879-6568-5

Nebel, Tom and Gary Rohrmayer. Church Planting Landmines. St. Charles, IL: ChurchSmart.
Rainer, Thom S. and Eric Geiger. Simple Church: returning to god’s process for making disciples. Nashville, TN: B & H Publishing, 2006.  

Rainer, Thom S. Breakout Churches: discover how to make the leap. Grand Rapid,s CA: Zondervan, 2005.
Rohrmayer, Gary. First Steps. St. Charles, IL: ChurchSmart.

Schaller, Lyle E. Strategies for Change. Nashville, TNL Abingdon, 1993.
Towns, Elmer, Ed Stetzer, and Warren Bird. 11 Innovation in the Local Church: how today’s leaders can learn, discern, and move into the future. Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 2007.  ISBN: 10: 0-8307-4378-2
Whitesel, Bob and Kent R. Hunter. A House Divided: bridging the generation gaps in your church. Nashville, TN: Abingdon, 2000.  ISBN: 0-687-09104-7 [out of print]
Whitesel, Bob. Growth by Accident, Death by Planning: how not to kill a growing congregation. Nashville, TN: Abingdon, 2004.  ISBN: 0-687-08325-7
Whitesel, Bob. Staying Power: why people leave church over change (and what you can do about it!). Nashville, TN: Abingdon, 2003.  ISBN: 0-687-06680-8 

Wood, Gene. Leading Turnaround Churches. St. Charles, IL: ChurchSmart.

Woodward, Harry and Steve Buchholz. Aftershock: helping people through corporate change. New York, NY: John Wiley & Sons, Inc, 1987.  ISBN: 0-471-62478-0
4. Recommended Books on American Culture

Augustine, St. On Christian Doctrine. Book four.

Barna, George. Revolution.
Bellah, Robert N., et al. Habits of The Heart: Individualism and Commitment in American Life. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1985, rev. ed., 1996. New York, NY: Macmillan, 1996.

Bloom, Harold. The American Religion: The Emergence of the Post-Christian Nation. New York, NY: Simon & Schuster, 1992.

Corbett, Edward P. J. and Robert Connors. Classical Rhetoric for the Modern Student. Oxford University Press, 1998.
Cross, Joel. Revive Us Again: The Reawakening of American Fundamentalism. New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1997.
Caustad, Edwin and Leigh Schmidt. The Religious History of America. San Francisco, CA: Harper-San Francisco, 2002.

Finke, Roger and Rodney Stark. The Churching of America 1776-2005: winners and losers in our religious economy. New Brunswick, NJ Rutgers University Press, 2006, 283 pages.  ISBN 0-8135-3553-0

Fletcher, Richard. The Barbarian Conversion from Paganism to Christianity. University of California Press. 1999.

Gibbs, Eddie and Ryan Bolger. Emerging Churches. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books 2005.

Goff, Philip and Paul Harvey, eds. Themes in Religion and American Culture. Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 2004.

Green, Michael. Evangelism in the Early Church. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2003.

Hall, Edward T. The Silent Language.

Hall, Edward T. The Hidden Dimension.

Hall, Edward T. Beyond Culture.
Hamer, Dean. The God Gene: How Faith is Hardwired into Our Genes. New York, NY: Doubleday, 2004.
Hammond, Josh & James Morrison. The Stuff Americans Are Made Of: The Seven Cultural Forces That Define Americans. New York, NY: Macmillan, 1996.

Hersberg, Bruce and Patricia Bizzel, eds. The Rhetorical Tradition: Articles on, and selections by, Aristotle, Augustine, Erasmus, Campbell, Burke, and Weaver.

Hesselgrave, David J. Paradigms in Conflict: 10 Key Questions in Christian Missions Today. Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel, 2005, 356 pages. ISBN: 0-8254-2770-3

Hunter, George G. How to Reach Secular People. Nashville, TN: Abingdon, 1992, 188 pages. ISBN: 0-687-17930-0

Hunter, George G. The Celtic Way of Evangelism. Nashville, TN: Abingdon, 2000, 121 pages. ISBN: 0-687-08585-3

Hunter, George G. Radical Outreach: The Recovery of Apostolic Ministry and Evangelism. Nashville, TN: Abingdon, 2003, 200 pages. ISBN: 0-687-07441-X

Hunter, George G. Church for the Unchurched. Nashville, TN: Abingdon, 1996.

Hunter, George G. Christian, Evangelical and . . . Democrat? Nashville, TN: Abingdon, 2006.

McClaren, Bryan. The Secret Message of Jesus. 2006.

McClaren, Bryan. A Generous Orthodoxy. 2004.

McClaren, Bryan. A New Kind of Christian. 2001.

McClaren, Bryan. The Church on the Other Side. 2003.

McClaren, Bryan. More Ready Than You Realize. 2002.

McIntosh, Gary L. One Size Doesn’t Fit All. Grand Rapids: Baker Books,



ISBN 0-8007-5699-1

McIntosh, Gary L. Beyond the First Visit.  Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2006.
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Writing a five-page critical book review is not always an easy task.  Space is limited, yet the essay must sufficiently address the necessary issues.  The following outline and suggestions are offered to facilitate your writing process.  Be aware, however, that this outline is only a suggestion—always be certain first to follow the professor’s specific instructions.

I. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL ENTRY:

Include at the top of the first page a complete bibliographical entry of the book reviewed.  The entry must follow the form indicated in the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers (most recent edition).  The entry should also include the number of pages in the text and the cost of the book, if known.

Example:

Rainer, Thom S.   Effective Evangelistic Churches.   Nashville: Broadman & Holman, 1996.  238 pp.  $15.95.

II. INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK:

Begin the paper with a section that briefly introduces the book and the book’s author.  Biographical information about the author (education, training, experience, etc.) should be included only as it demonstrates the author’s competency to write the book.  Within the context of the paper, do not use titles (Dr., Rev., etc.).


In most five-page reviews, you will likely need to limit the introduction to one or two paragraphs.  The introduction should in all cases be a maximum of one-half page in length.

III. SUMMARY OF THE BOOK:

The purpose of a critical book review is only minimally to provide a

summary of the book.  You may assume that the professor knows the contents of the book; therefore, the summary should be limited to one to 1 1/2 pages.  Your goal is to provide a succinct summary that (1) provides evidence that you have read the material and that (2) tells the reader “what the book is about.”


At this point, focus on the outline and major points of the text.  Illustrate the author’s argument, but do not get sidetracked into minute details.  You will have opportunity to address the details in the critical evaluation portion of your essay.


Given the limited amount of space in a brief book review, footnotes should not be utilized.   Quotations or ideas taken directly from the text should be followed parenthetically by the page number of the quotation.  The abbreviation for “page(s)” (p./pp.) should not be used.

Example:


Rainer argues that evangelistic churches should focus on reaching youth (20).  Indeed, he writes, “Many churches fail to recognize that adolescence is a critical time of receptivity to the gospel” (21).

IV. CRITICAL EXALUATION OF THE BOOK:

The critical evaluation section is the most important section of a book review.  Your primary purpose in this section is to respond both positively and negatively to the book’s contents and presentation.  This section should be a minimum of three pages.

Needless to say, this response should be more in-depth than “This book is a good book that should be recommended reading for everyone.”  On the other hand, “This book is a lousy book not worth reading” is also inadequate.  While all books are different (and thus require somewhat differing approaches for review), the following questions may guide your evaluation:

1. What is the author’s purpose, i.e., what does he/she hope to accomplish through this book?  Does the author accomplish the purpose?  If so, how does he/she do so?  If not, why not?

2. Does the author approach the subject with any biases, i.e., do the author’s theological, experiential, philosophical, denominational, or cultural perspectives influence his/her conclusions?  For example, a Baptist author in America may understand the role of the Church differently than a Baptist refugee who has escaped persecution in another context.

3. What are the strengths of the book, i.e., what contributions does the book make?  More specifically, why should a person read this book?

4. What are the weaknesses of the book?  For example, does the author properly support his/her thesis?  Does the author adequately consider and refute opposing viewpoints?  Is the book limited in application to specific types of churches?  Is the book relevant to contemporary culture?

5. What did you learn from this book?  Particularly, how might you apply the lessons of this book in your ministry context?  Do not allow your response to this question to become lengthy (for this paper is not primarily evaluation of your ministry), but do make some application.

Throughout your critique, be specific in your evaluations.  Do not just tell the reader about the book; tell and show the reader with concrete examples from the book.  As previously suggested, include page numbers when making specific reference to the book.

V. CONCLUSION OF THE BOOK REIVEW:

In most cases, a single paragraph will suffice as a conclusion.  You may want to provide in this final paragraph your overall evaluation of the text.  Would you recommend the book to other pastors?  To seminary students?  To laypersons?  Why, or why not?

VI. STYLE ISSUES IN THE ESSAY:

The following guidelines are included to counter common style errors:

A. Follow proper form for a “term paper title page.”

B. Double-space the essay.  Use one-inch margins on all sides.  Text font should be Times New Roman 12-point, and boldface or fancy prints should be avoided.

C. Underline or italicize book titles, but do not do both.  Be consistent throughout the essay.

D. Indent paragraphs three-quarters of an inch or eight spaces.

E. Use only left justification.

F. The page number for the first page should be centered at the bottom, following pages should be numbered in the upper right hand corner.

G. Consult MLA Handbook regarding other questions.

VII. OTHER WRITING ISSUES

Beyond the style issues noted above, be aware of the following suggestions:

A. Utilize this suggested outline to guide your book review, but do not include the specific subheadings (“Bibliographical Entry,”  “Summary of the Book,” etc.) in the essay.  The brevity of the review demands a smooth flow from one section to another without including subheadings.

B. Use first person sparingly; however, you may use “I” when referring to your opinion of a text.

C. Avoid contractions in formal writing.

D. Be clear and precise.  A five-page limit allows no room for wandering from your objective.

E. Use your spell-checker, but do not trust it.  A spell-check will not catch the error in such sentences as “The whole church voted too pass the amendment.”  Use your eyes as well as your spell-checker.

F. Proofread your paper.  Finish the paper, and proof it.  Lay it aside, and proof it again at a later time.  If you do not catch your errors, someone else will.  If needed, have another person proof read your paper.

VIII. QUALITY WRITING STANDARDS

In addition to comments already noted, the following standards characterize quality graduate writing.  Clear and accurate communication is expected in all writing assignments.

A. Content:  

Worthwhile ideas

Clear, precise expression of meaning

Adequate support of topic

Scholarship (breadth and depth)

Evidence of analysis and synthesis

B. Structure:

Topic sentences to assert what each paragraph is about

Paragraphs that develop the topic sentences and support the main ideas.

Specific and concrete details, illustrations, examples, arguments, etc.

Unity and continuity

Summary statements and transitional words / phrases.

C. Style:

Correct spelling

Properly constructed sentences

Grammatical correctness

Standard usage

Formal punctuation and capitalization

(Dr. Gary L. McIntosh, 2006)
