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Course Description and Format

This course provides a study of biblical and contemporary principles and procedures for strategic evangelism of non-churched people and assimilation of newcomers through the local church.  Topics include an overview of the historical models, current challenges, and best practices used by local churches in North America.
Course Requirements
Course requirements consist of advance reading, two pre-course assignments, and a written post-course project.  The following instructions are for the advanced reading and pre-course assignments.

Pre-course Assignment #1

Conduct a preliminary historical study of your local church to discover its past and present practices regarding outreach and assimilation.   Spend time looking through church records, interviewing members, and checking past church statistics of baptisms, etc. to discover what your church has done in the past, as well as what it is doing today.  Summarize your findings in a short five-page paper (double-spaced) by answering the following questions.  First, what approaches (methods, procedures, etc.) has your church used in the past for outreach and assimilation?  Second, what approaches have you used recently (in the last ten years)?  Third, what has worked well and not worked well for your church?   Feel free to write the paper, as you desire, as long as you cover these basic questions.  Turn paper in the first day of class.

Pre-course Assignment #2
1. Read the required textbooks, and complete a one-page reading report on all books read (see attached sample book report form).  All students are to report all books on a standard Reading Report Form provided in this packet.  Select additional reading from the two additional lists to make up a total of 2,250 pages of reading.  Reports for the entire reading assignment should be submitted all at once, stapled together (no fancy covers please), to the professor the first day of the class.  A sample of the reading form and cover sheet is attached.  Please duplicate reading forms as needed for each book.  The reading form may also be used as a template in a computer and printed later.

2. Select one book of your choice and write a five-page critical book review (see attached Guidelines for Writing A Critical Book Review). Turn in critical review the first day of the class.

3. Note: If there is a new book you would like to read, but that is not on the following reading lists, feel free to go ahead and read it.  I trust your judgment. 

In-course Assignments

Participation in all class discussions is expected throughout the course.  This course consists of classroom lectures and discussion.  No exams will be given.

Post-Course Requirements
One post-course project on the church or ministry of the student will be required.  Details on the post-course assignment will be discussed in class.

Audit Students:

Students who are auditing the course should read all of the required texts plus additional pages equal to half of the total required reading in order to participate meaningfully in the course.  Attempt to do all of the reading for maximum benefit. All reading must be done before the course begins. Audit students do not submit book reports.
Reading Lists:

1.  Required (Read all of these books)
Hoyt, William R. Effectiveness by the Numbers: Counting What Counts in the Church. Nashville, TN: Abingdon, 2007. ISBN: 978-0-687-64175-8

Hunter, George G., III. The Celtic Way of Evangelism: How Christianity Can Reach the West….Again.  Nashville, TN: Abingdon, 2000. ISBN: 0-687-08585-3

Kimball, Dan. They Like Jesus but Not the Church: Insights from Emerging Generations. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2007. ISBN: 978-0-310-24590-2

McIntosh, Gary L. Beyond the First Visit: The Complete Guide to Connecting Guests to Your Church.  Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2006.  ISBN: 978-0-8010-9184-1

McRaney, Will, Jr. The Art of Personal Evangelism: Sharing Jesus in a Changing Culture. Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman, 2003.  ISBN: 0-8054-2624-8

Searcy, Nelson. and Jennifer Dykes Henson.  Fusion: Turning First-Time Guests into Fully Engaged Members of Your Church.  Ventura, CA: Regal, 2007.  ISBN: 978-0-8307-4531-9

Stetzer, Ed, Richie Stanley, and Jason Hayes.  Lost and Found: The Younger Unchurched and the Churches that Reach Them.  Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman, 2009.  ISBN: 978-8054-4878-8

Tenny-Brittian, William. Hitchhiker’s Guide to Evangelism. 2009.

2. Highly Recommended (select additional books from this list)

Anderson, Neil T. & Elmer L. Towns. Rivers of Revival. Ventura, CA: Regal, 1997.  ISBN: 0-8307-1934-2

Arn, Charles. How to Start a New Worship Service. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1997. ISBN 0-8010-9037-7

Arn, Win & Charles Arn. The Master’s Plan for Making Disciples. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1982, 1998 Second Edition. ISBN: 0-8010-9051-2

Barna, George. Evangelism that Works: How to Reach Changing Generations with the Unchanging Gospel. Ventura, CA: Regal, 1995.  

ISBN: 0-8307-1739-0

Beckham, William A. Redefining Revival: Biblical Patterns for Missions, Evangelism and Growth. Houston, TX: Touch Publications, 2000.  ISBN: 1-880828-26-X

Conrad, Chris. 5 Things Anyone can do to Introduce Others to Jesus. Indianapolis, IN: Wesleyan Publishing House, 2007. ISBN: 978-0-89827-1

Dorsett, Lyle W.  Billy Sunday and the Redemption of Urban America. Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans, 1991, 2001.  ISBN: 0-8028-0151-X

Ernan, A. Norman. A Strategy for Reaching Secular People: The Intentional Church in a Post-Modern World. 2007.

Green, Michael. Evangelism in the Early Church. Grand Rapids. MI: William B. Eerdmans, 1970.  ISBN: 0-8028-1612-6

Headlund, Roger.  Evangelization and Church Growth: Issues from the Asian Context.  Mylapore, Madras, India: McGavran Institute, 1992.  

Hunter, George G. How To Reach Secular People. Nashville: Abingdon, 1992. 


ISBN: 0-687-17930-0

Hunter, George G., III. Church for the Unchurched. Nashville, TN: Abingdon, 1996. ISBN: 0-687-27732-9

Hunter, George G., III. Radical Outreach: The Recovery of Apostolic Ministry & Evangelism.   Nashville, TN: Abingdon, 2003.  ISBN: 0-687-07441-X

Hybels, Bill and Mark Mittelberg.  Becoming A Contagious Christian.  Grand Rapids. MI: Zondervan, 1994. ISBN: 0-310-21008-9

Hybels, Bill. Just Walk Across the Room: Simple Steps Pointing People to Faith. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.
Kallenberg, Brad J. Live to Tell: Evangelism for a Postmodern Age. Grand Ra[ids, MI: Brazos Press, 2002.  ISBN: 1-58743-050-9

Keifert, Patrick R. Welcoming the Stranger: A Public Theology of Worship and Evangelism. Minneapolis, MN: Fortress, 1992.

Kinnaman, David. UnChristian: What a New Generation really Thinks About Christianity. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2007.  ISBN: 978-0-8010-1300-3

Lawless, Chuck. Membership Matters. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2005.

Lucas, Jeff.  Creating a Prodigal-friendly Church.  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2008.  ISBN: 978-0-310-26724-9

McDow, Malcolm and Alvin L. Reid.  Firefall: How God Has Shaped History Through Revivals. Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman, 1997.  ISBN:0-8054-1241-7

McGavran, Effective Evangelism: A Theological Mandate.  Phillipsburg, NJ: Presbyterian and Reformed Pub., Co., 1988. ISBN: 0-87552-289-0

McIntosh, Gary L. and R. Daniel Reeves.  Thriving Churches in the Twenty-first Century: Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel, 2006.  ISBN: 978-0-8254-3170-0

McIntosh, Gary L. and Glen S. Martin. Finding Them, Keeping Them. Nashville: Broadman Press, 1992. 128 p. ISBN: 0-8054-6051-9

McIntosh, Gary L. What Visitors See DVD. Available from Church Growth Network, PO Box 892589, Temecula, CA 92589-2589. 1-951-506-3086.  Online from www.churchgrowthnetwork.com.

Mittelberg, Mark. Building a Contagious Church: ISBN: 0-310-22149-8

Morgenthaler, Sally.  Worship Evangelism: Inviting Unbelievers into the Presence of God. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1995.  ISBN: 0-310-48561-4

Olson, David T.  The American Church in Crisis. Grand Rapids. MI: Zondervan, 2008. ISBN: 978-0-310-27713-2

Osborn, Larry. Sticky Church. Grand Rapids. MI: Zondervan, 2008. ISBN: 978-0-310-28508-3

Peace, Richard V. Conversion in the New Testament: Paul and the Twelve. Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans, 1999. ISBN: 0-8028-4235-6

Pippert, Rebecca Manley.  Out of the Saltshaker & Into the World: Evangelism as a Way of Life. 1999.

Poe, Harry L.  The Gospel and Its Meaning: A Theology for Evangelism and Church Growth. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1996.  ISBN: 0-310-20172-1

Rainer, Thom. High Expectations: The Remarkable Secret for Keeping People in Your Church. Nashville: Broadman & Holman.  ISBN: 0-8054-1266-2

Rainer, Thom. Effective Evangelistic Churches. Nashville: Broadman & Holman. ISBN: 0-8054-5402-0

Rainer, Thom S. Surprising Insights from the Unchurched and Proven Ways to Reach Them. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2001.  ISBN: 0-310-23648-7

Rainer, Thom S. The Unchurched Next Door: Understanding Faith Stages as Keys to Sharing Your Faith.  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2003.  ISBN: 0-310-24860-4

Rainer, Thom S. and Sam S. Rainer, III.  Essential Church? :Reclaiming a Generation of Dropouts. Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman, 2008.  ISBN: 978-0-8054-4392-9

Reid, Alvan. Introduction to Evangelism. Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman, 1998.  ISBN: 0-8054-1143-7

Salter, Darus. American Evangelism: Its Theology and Practice. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1996. ISBN: 0-8010-9033-4

Sider, Ronald J. Doing Evangelism Jesus’ Way: How Christians Demonstrate the Good News. 2003.

Sjogren, Steve. Conspiracy of Kindness: A Refreshing Approach to Sharing the Love of Jesus with Others. 2003.

Sjogren, Steve. 101 Ways to Reach Your Community.  2001.

Sjogren, Steve, Dave Ping, and Doug Pollock.  Irresistible Evangelism: Natural Ways to Open Others to Jesus. 2003.

Sjogren, Steve. Community of Kindness. 2003.

Smith, Donald P. How To Attract and Keep Active Church Members. Louisville: Westminster/John Knox Press, 1992.  ISBN: 0-664-25140-4.

Stevens, Tim and Morgan, Tony. Simply Strategic Growth: Attracting a Crowd to Your Church. Loveland, CO: Group, 2005. ISBN: 0-7644-2865-9

Thumma, Scott & Dave Travis. Beyond Megachurch Myths: What we can Learn from America’s Largest Churches. San Francisco, CA: John  Wiley & Son, Inc., 2007.  ISBN: 978-0-7879-9467-9

Towns, Elmer L. (ed.) A Practical of Encyclopedia of Evangelism and Church Growth. Regal Books, 1995. ISBN: 0-8307-1742-0

Towns, Elmer and Douglas Porter.  The Ten Greatest Revivals Ever: From Pentecost to the Present.  Ann Arbor, MI: Servant publications, 2000.  ISBN: 1-56955-217-7

Waltz, Mark L. First Impressions: Creating WOW Experiences In Your Church. Loveland, CO: Group, 2004. ISBN: 0764427571

Weeks, Andrew D. Welcome! Tools and Techniques for New Member Ministry. Washington, DC: The Alban Institute, 1992. ISBN: 156699-057-2

3.  Older But Good If You Can Find Them (select additional books from this list)

Aldrich, Joseph C. Life-Style Evangelism: Crossing Traditional Boundaries to Reach the Unbelieving World. Portland OR: Multnomah, 1981.  ISBN:0-88070-023-8

Arn, Win, Carroll Nyquest, and Charles Arn. Who Cares About Love? How to Bring Together the Great Commission and the Great Commandment. Pasadena, CA: Church Growth, 1986.

Bast, Robert L.  Attracting New Members. Monrovia, CA: Church Growth, Inc., 1988. 173 p. 

Cocoris, G. Michael.  Evangelism: A Biblical Approach. Chicago, IL: Moody, 1984.  ISBN: 0-8024-2396-5

DeVille, Jard. The Psychology of Witnessing. Waco, TX: Word Books, 1980. ISBN: 0-8499-2922-9

Dyrness, William A.  How Does America Hear the Gospel? Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans, 1989.  ISBN: 0-8028-0437-3

Engel, James.  How Can I Get Them To Listen?:  A Handbook on Communication Strategy Research. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1977.  ISBN: 0-310-24171-5

Green, Michael.  Evangelism Now & Then: How Can What Happened in the Early Church Happen Now?  Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1979.  ISBN: 0-87784-394-5

Griffin, EM.  The Mind Changers: The Art of Christian Persuasion. Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House, 1976.  ISBN: 0-8423-4290-7

Gundry, Stanly N. Love them In: The Proclamation Theology of D.L. Moody. Chicago, IL: Moody, 1976.  ISBN: 0-8024-5026-1

Harre, Alan F. Close The Back Door: Ways to Create a Caring Congregational Fellowship. St. Louis: Concordia, 1984.  ISBN: 0-5700-3932-0

Haugk, Kenneth C. Reopening the Back Door.  192 p.

Hemphill, Ken and R. Wayne Jones.  Growing an Evangelistic Sunday School.  Nashville, TN: Broadman Press, 1989.  ISBN: 0-8054-3243-4

Johnson, Ron, Joseph W. Hinkle, and Charles M. Lowry.  Oakes: A Practical Approach to Family Evangelism.  Nashville, TN: Broadman,  Press, 1982.  ISBN: 0-8054-6234-1

Mann, Alice B. Incorporation of New Members in the Episcopal Church: A Manual for Clergy and Lay Leaders. Philadelphia, PA: Ascension Press, 1983.

Mead, Loren B. More Than Numbers: The Ways Churches Grow.  Bethesda, MD: The Alban Institute, 1993.

Oswald, Roy M. and Speed B. Leas. The Inviting Church: A Study of New Member Assimilation. Washington, DC: The Alban Institute, 1987.

Packer, J. I. Evangelism and the Sovereignty of God. 1991.

Reeves, R. Daniel and Ron Jensen. Always Advancing. San Bernardino, CA Here’s Life Publishers, 1984.

Rosa, Rick. The Externally Focused Church. Loveland, CO: Group, 2004. ISBN: 0764427407.

Schaller, Lyle E. Assimilating New Members. Nashville, TN: Abingdon, 1978.

Street, R. Alan. The Effective Invitation. Old Tappan, NJ: Fleming H. Revell, 1984.  ISBN: 0-8007-5170-1

Towns, Elmer.  Winning the Winnable. Lynchburg, VA: Church Leadership Institute, 1986.
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Writing a five-page critical book review is not always an easy task.  Space is limited, yet the essay must sufficiently address the necessary issues.  The following outline and suggestions are offered to facilitate your writing process.  Be aware, however, that this outline is only a suggestion—always be certain first to follow the professor’s specific instructions.

I. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL ENTRY:


Include at the top of the first page a complete bibliographical entry of the book reviewed.  The entry must follow the form indicated in Kate L. Turabian’s  A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations (most recent edition).  The entry should also include the number of pages in the text and the cost of the book, if known.

Example:

Rainer, Thom S.   Effective Evangelistic Churches.   Nashville: Broadman & Holman, 1996.  238 pp.  $15.95.

II. INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK:


Begin the paper with a section that briefly introduces the book and the book’s author.  Biographical information about the author (education, training, experience, etc.) should be included only as it demonstrates the author’s competency to write the book.  Within the context of the paper, do not use titles (Dr., Rev., etc.).


In most five-page reviews, you will likely need to limit the introduction to one or two paragraphs.  The introduction should in all cases be a maximum of one-half page in length.

III. SUMMARY OF THE BOOK:


The purpose of a critical book review is only minimally to provide a

summary of the book.  You may assume that the professor knows the contents of the book; therefore, the summary should be limited to one to 1 1/2 pages.  Your goal is to provide a succinct summary that (1) provides evidence that you have read the material and that (2) tells the reader “what the book is about.”


At this point, focus on the outline and major points of the text.  Illustrate the author’s argument, but do not get sidetracked into minute details.  You will have opportunity to address the details in the critical evaluation portion of your essay.


Given the limited amount of space in a brief book review, footnotes should not be utilized.   Quotations or ideas taken directly from the text should be followed parenthetically by the page number of the quotation.  The abbreviation for “page(s)” (p./pp.) should not be used.

Example:


Rainer argues that evangelistic churches should focus on reaching youth (20).  Indeed, he writes, “Many churches fail to recognize that adolescence is a critical time of receptivity to the gospel” (21).

IV. CRITICAL EXALUATION OF THE BOOK:


The critical evaluation section is the most important section of a book review.  Your primary purpose in this section is to respond both positively and negatively to the book’s contents and presentation.  This section should be a minimum of three pages.


Needless to say, this response should be more in-depth than “This book is a good book that should be recommended reading for everyone.”  On the other hand, “This book is a lousy book not worth reading” is also inadequate.  While all books are different (and thus require somewhat differing approaches for review), the following questions may guide your evaluation:

1. What is the author’s purpose, i.e.,. what does he/she hope to accomplish through this book?  Does the author accomplish the purpose?  If so, how does he/she do so?  If not, why not?

2. Does the author approach the subject with any biases, i.e., do the author’s theological, experiential, philosophical, denominational, or cultural perspectives influence his/her conclusions?  For example, a Baptist author in America may understand the role of the Church differently than a Baptist refugee who has escaped persecution in another context.

3. What are the strengths of the book, i.e., what contributions does the book make?  More specifically, why should a person read this book?

4. What are the weaknesses of the book?  For example, does the author properly support his/her thesis?  Does the author adequately consider and refute opposing viewpoints?  Is the book limited in application to specific types of churches?  Is the book relevant to contemporary culture?

5. What did you learn from this book?  Particularly, how might you apply the lessons of this book in your ministry context?  Do not allow your response to this question to become lengthy (for this paper is not primarily evaluation of your ministry), but do make some application.


Throughout your critique, be specific in your evaluations.  Do not just tell the reader about the book; tell and show the reader with concrete examples from the book.  As previously suggested, include page numbers when making specific reference to the book.

V. CONCLUSION OF THE BOOK REIVEW:


In most cases, a single paragraph will suffice as a conclusion.  You may want to provide in this final paragraph your overall evaluation of the text.  Would you recommend the book to other pastors?  To seminary students?  To laypersons?  Why, or why not?

VI. STYLE ISSUES IN THE ESSAY:


The following guidelines are included to counter common style errors:


A. Follow proper form for a “term paper title page.”

B. Double space the essay.  Use one-inch margins on all sides.  Text font should be 12-point, and boldface or fancy prints should be avoided.

C. Underline or italicize book titles, but do not do both.  Be consistent throughout the essay.


D. Indent paragraphs three-quarters of an inch or eight spaces.


E. Use only left justification.

F. The page number for the first page should be centered at the bottom, following pages should be numbered in the upper right hand corner.


G. Consult Turabian regarding other questions.


H. Use a title page like the one on the first on these guidelines.


I. Do not separate the report with headings or sections breaks.

VII. OTHER WRITING ISSUES


Beyond the style issues noted above, be aware of the following suggestions:


A. Utilize this suggested outline to guide your book review, but do not include the specific subheadings (“Bibliographical Entry,”  “Summary of the Book,” etc.) in the essay.  The brevity of the review demands a smooth flow from one section to another without including subheadings.


B. Use first-person sparingly; however, you may use “I” when referring to your opinion of a text.


C. Avoid contractions in formal writing.


D. Be clear and precise.  A five-page limit allows no room for wandering from your objective.


E. Use your spell-checker, but do not trust it.  A spell-check will not catch the error in such sentences as “The whole church voted too pass the amendment.”  Use your eyes as well as your spell-checker.


F. Proofread your paper.  Finish the paper, and proof it.  Lay it aside, and proof it again at a later time.  If you do not catch your errors, someone else will.  If needed, have another person proof read your paper.

VIII. QUALITY WRITING STANDARDS


In addition to comments already noted, the following standards characterize quality graduate writing.  Clear and accurate communication is expected in all writing assignments.


A. Content:  



Worthwhile ideas



Clear, precise expression of meaning



Adequate support of topic



Scholarship (breadth and depth)



Evidence of analysis and synthesis


B. Structure:



Topic sentences to assert what each paragraph is about

Paragraphs that develop the topic sentences and support the main ideas.



Specific and concrete details, illustrations, examples, arguments, etc.



Unity and continuity



Summary statements and transitional words / phrases.


C. Style:



Correct spelling



Properly constructed sentences



Grammatical correctness



Standard usage



Formal punctuation and capitalization



Engaging writing, not boring.

(Dr. Gary L. McIntosh, Talbot School of Theology, 2005)
